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BRITISH CONS 


Would you please refer to your letter BT 18/5 of 20 
JUNE e 


the Zanzibaris 
en ake te 
1 be allowéd in; 


Ze The crux of the matter is whether or not 
concerned have any claim to Omani nationali ity 
Sultan regards them as his nationals they wil 
if not, not. 


Be It is a frustrating task trying to find out exactly 
whomthe Sultan regards as his nationalse I deduce from 
case histories which have come our way that basically Omani 
na Sone ty i ; acquired by birth EO: an Omani mother or 
father, ¢ in the Sultanate or road, and that this 
micuciete is epeble of extension eavonen an indefinite 
number of generations. I am trying to obtain official con- 
firmation of this deductione 


Ee f my undertaking is correct it follows that any 
ZnzZibari who can substantiate a claim of Omani descent will 
be accepted as a Sultan ate national and is free to come to 
Muscate At the time of the mass expulsions of Manga Arabs 
from Zanzibar, the Sultan accepted some thousands of refugees, 
rounds, considerably relaxing his usually inflexible 
the processe In May 6 she crisis being over, the 
ecided that, norm: ractice should be resumed, and 
i was issued, the relevant 


Sultanate Nationals 
African coun 
cont 


Office or hay be addressed direct to thi: office 
accompanied by a sum of Rs. 25/- (equivalent to £1.17.8 
or 1.882 South Arabian Dinar) as fees and postage and 


2 


copies of the applicants peaeoers size photographs. 


Persons without passports wil i be allowed to land.” 
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nvolve ourselves otherwise. 
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(D. Pragnell) 


Arabian Department, 
Foreign Office, S.W.1. 
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H. Hobden, Esa., 
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h Commission, British 
Section, Dar es Salaam. 
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Dens eo 


Resettlement of Zanzibaris 
in Muscat 


Hobden has sent me a copy of his letter of 7 June to Wright 
at Cairo about the resettlement of Zanzibaris in Muscat. 
He also sent you a copy. 


Ba The last information we have on our files is given in the 
record of the Standing Gonference on British Organisations for 
Aid to Refugees’ Sub-Committee for Africa South of the Sahara 

of 6 April, 1966.° This record was sent to us by your Office. 

At this meeting, Mr. Kelly, the representative of the U.N, High 
Commissioner for Refugees, reported that so far 1,100 refugees 
had been evacuated, The Secretary of the Disasters Emergency 
Committee of the Red Cross, Hodgson, said that there were still 
1,256 waiting to go. I cannot find the public speech of 

Vice President Karume saying that there was no longer any need 
for any Arabs in Zanzibar to want to leave the islands, but it 

is clear from our files that in 1966 it was thought that Karume 
did not wish for any further evacuation and it seemed clear 

from Dar es Salaam's telegram No.1333 of 2 September, 1964, a copy 
of which is enclosed, reporting a meeting between Karume and the 
Red Cross representative who was later deported that even at that 
stage Karume was opposed to the departure of the Arabs. 


Wis I am sending a copy of this letter to Hobden, 


Jo Sacend 
Sos th OS iene 


(R.G. Pettitt) 
Hast Africa Department 


Pp. Gent, Bsq., 
Arabian Department, 
Foreign Office. 
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FROM: DAR ES SALAAM 
RPTD: ZANZIBAR (SAVING) 


D. DAR ES SALAAM i: 29 hours 2nd September 4.96 me 
Re 


Wire ReWeD. Fowler 


| CYPHER 
IMMEDIATE 
| No. 1333 CONFIDENTIAL 


| Addressed Commonwealth Relations Office No.1333 repeated 


| 


| Saving to Zanzibar. R 
| Your telegram No. 1/71 7e Gua) 


MANGA ARABS 


Phillips has now arrived in Dar es Salaam and will stay 
_here pending further instructions, He has been careful to 
| represent his departure as being for consultations and hopes 
publicity will be avoided. He has left arrangements for 
| Arabs in hands of local Zanzibar Red Cross representative. He 


| doubts however whether he can do more than keep present rationing 


arrangements going. Both he and Bourn think that at present 
stage it will be preferable to leave representations to Geneva. 
I agree with this unless new developments make our intervention 


necessary. 


|} 2. Phillips had conversation this morning with Karume from 
which it now seems likely that Zanzibar authorities will want to 

| retain Arabs. We may have to consider whether in view of this 
it would be desirable for us to continue to work for their 


return to Muscat. 


3-e I shall be discussing this new situation with Bourn and 
Phillips and will telegraph recommendations. 


4, Phillips asks if you would inform Whittington, British 
Red Cross London of his arrival and tell her that Phillips can 
be contacted though Tanganyika Red Crosse 


a <i 


Copy to:- we 


EAST AFRICA POLITICAL DISTRIBUT “ON . 
Jel.C, DISTRIBUTION — 


Foreign Office “SMre Je Doyle 
Mr. C.D Powell 
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POREIGN OFFICE, 8.1. 
20 June, 1968 


att) 
Would you please refer to Wright's letter of 24 
May to me, copied to you, on this subject. 


Ze Since any question of settlement in Muscat would 

be entirely dependent on the Sultan's willingness to take 
the people involved, and, presumably, to find them some 
form of employment, I should be grateful for your views 
On what might be said to Mr. Lamki, We are inclined to _/< ) 
share the views expressed in Hobden's letter (DAR 18/13) 

of 7 June to Wright (now copied to you), that it would not 
really be in our interest to get involved in any recognised 
plen for resettlement but it might, I suppose, be possible 
to do something on a channel-of-information basis, if the 
Sultan was prepared to consider taking some of these 
people. 


3e I have not been able to get hold of the papers about 
the earlier negotiationsof Manga Arabs but my own impression 
is that Hobden's recollections are generally correct but 
thet the numbers involved were somewhat emeller. 


(P. Gent) 
ARABIAN DEPARTMENT 


D.C, Carden, Esq.» 
Muscat 


copied to: P.R.H. Wright, Esq., Cairo 
R.H. Hobden, Esq., Cancgd@ianw Nigh Commission, 
British Interests Section, Dar es Salaam 
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(R.H.Hobden) 
7 June, 1968. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DAR 18/13 Canadian High Commission, 
British Interests Section, 
DAR ES SALAAM, 


7 June,1968. 


ie) 
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Resettlement of Zanzibaris in Muscat 


You wrote to Gent in the Foreign Office on 2h May 
about Lamki's enquiry as to whether H.M.G. might facilitate 
the resettlement in Muscat of exiled Zanzibaris now living 
in Cairo. 


26 Because of the breach in diplomatic relations we have 
no classified papers here of any earlier date than December 
1965 and have in fact nothing on record in this Office on this 
subject. I can, however, recollect that the general question 
of resettling Zanzibaris in Muscat has been a live issue on 
earlier occasions. iI believe that shortiy after the 
Revolution in January 196) some 4,000 Manga Arabs were 
repatriated to Muscat and Oman with the help of the Red Cross 
and, I think also, the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. Since then I can also recall First Vice-President 
Karume making a public speech in which he maintained that 
there was no longer any need for any Arabs in Zanzibar to 
want to leave the islands. There is still a genuine belief 
amongst the Revolutionary Council in Zanzibar that the forirer 
Sultan will one day launch an invasion of Zanzibar and any 
large exodus of Zanzibar Arabs to Muscat would only encourage 
the belief that they were undertaking the necessary military 
training before being sent back to Zanzibar. I think, 
therefore, that it would not be in H.M.G's interest to be in 
any way involved in any recognised plan for resettling these 
people. The numbers in Cairo may of course be very small and 
it may be possible on humanitarian grounds to do something for 
them. 


Bs I am sending a copy of this letter to Gent in 
Apabian Department in the Foreign Office and also to Pettitt 
in East Africa Department, Commonwealth Office, who will be 
able to check whether or not my recollections referred to 
above are correct. 


(R.H.Hobden) 


P.R oH.Wright > Esq. f 
British Embassy, 


iecnremetn CONFIDENTIAL 


BRITISH =MBASSY, 
CATRO. 


HIAY luda 


aids 


Mr. Ahmed Lamki called on the Ambassador on 21 May. 
Mr. Lamki was Ambassador of Zanzibar in Cairo from the 
time of Zanzibar's independence at the end of 1963 until 
the revolution of January 196. It appears that 
Mr. Lamki has continued to live in Cairo since then 
although he has made visits to the United Kingdom, Kuwait 
and other Arab countries where he has been trying with 
some success to find employment for young Zanzibaris of the 
old régime of whom there are still a number in Cairo. 
(Mr. Lamki did not specify how many). 


2. One of the matters into which Mr. Lamki enquired 

was whether H.M. Government might do something to facilitate 
the settlement of exiled Zanzibaris now living in Cairo in 
Muscat. The reason for choosing Muscat was the family 
relationship between the Sultans of Zanzibar and Muscat. 


3. Gould you please let me know what chance there is of 
achieving any settlement on these lines, and what reply we 
can give to Mr. Lamki? 


le I am copying this letter to the Consulate-General at 
Muscat and the British Interests Section of the Canadian 
High Commission at Dar es Salaam who may have views on 


the subject. 
She e&. pal, 
eae tos os 


~ 


(P.R.H. Wright) 


P. Gent, Esq. 
Arabian Devartment, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 
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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
MUSCAT, 
2h March, 1968 


reer 


/ The Political Agent in Dubai, Ur, Roberts, in his 
letter to you No. 2272 of 28 February said that he was 
copying his letter and your letter to him of 30 January, 
to me in case I have any observations on the subject. 


26 As you will know, shortly efter the revolution in 
Zenzibar the Sultanate authorities as a special measure 
suspended their normal procedures so as to facilitate 
the solution of the refugee problem created by the 
revolution. However, by May 1965 they considered that 
the time had come for a return to their normal practices 
and on 20 May 1965 the Department of External Affairs 
issued a notice, the second and third paragraphs of 
which read as follows: 


"All concerned are hereby edvised that Sultanate Nationals 
at present residing in Zanzibar and other African countries 
who desire to return to the Sultanate should not conform 
te the normal formalities for obtaining Sultanate travel 
documents from the Sultanate Passport Office before their 
arrival at Muscat. Applications from abroad should be 
sent through relatives in this country to the Passport 
Office or may be addressed direct to this office 
accompanied by a sum of Ree 25/= (equivalent to £16178 

or 1.882 South Arabian Dinar) as fees and postage and 

h eopies of the applicants passport size photographs. 


Persons without passports will not be allowed to land." 


3e It is against this background that I make two observations. ® 
Pirst, it may be easier in practice for an Omani to establish 
his claim to Sultanate nationality if he is in Dubai than 

if he is in Tanzanie simply because of the greater speed with 
which mails will be transmitted between Dubai and Muscat. 
Second, if you wish to pursue problems concerning entry into 

the Sultanate, the:. the appropriate authority with which to 

déal would be: 


The Secretary of External Affairs, 
Department of External Affairs, 
MUSCAT, Sultanate of Muscat and Oman. 


(De Ce Carden) 


Le Ac Goodyear, EsGes 
UeNe Commissioner for Refugees, 
PeQ- Box 3216, DeAs Roberts, Dubai 
BEIRUT GeCe HeGe Balfour Paul, 


Bahrain 
AaTeDe Stirling, Pee 


With the compliments of 


COMMERCIAL OFFICE 


A.J.D.Stirling; Esqa., 
Foreign Office, 
London,S.Wel | 
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H.M,POLITICAL sgRucy, 
TRUCZIAL STATES, 
DUBAT. 

28 February, 1968 « 


oho 


Thenk you for your letters HORLER/CY/14/50 
of 50 Jenusry about certain Memen Arabs in lensfibar. 


t am not clesr on the basis fer thinking that if 
the Zanzibarie in question (the enclosure to your letter 
wee in fact missing) would have good proapscta of being 
able to enter Muscat end Omen from Dubai if they coulda 
prove their nationality. Te the beat of my knowledge, 
it would only be eseier from them to enter Musest from 
Dubai if, after « euitebly lenge veried of residence, 
they monaged to obtein a Dvbel passport. You nay heve 
information of which I om umaware ond, if 80, I would 
certainiy expect no objection from the Dubai Government 
to these Jenalberis passing through Pubai in troneit,. 

In fact, there in already « steady trickle of Zenziberis 
coming into Dubai and ne objection is raised te them. 


AS Pregeras Visa formalities, the Zengsibar Aacocia~ 
tion in Dubai could no doubt sponser the peraons concerned 
and vies could be obtained at the British Interests 
Seetion of the Cenedian High Commision at Bar @5~Tulawe 


i eam sending e copy of this letter with « copy 
of your letter under reference to my colleague in Eyseet 
im case he shoul heave eny observations on the ~uestion 
of entry of Lanaiberis to Buseet from Dubales 


(DeAcRoberts) 


‘ eheGoodyears, Laces 

Ce eligh Comeiesioner for Refugees, 
PeQeBex 3216, 

Beirut. 


Copied tor HeGeBolfour-Pauj, Eeqey Behrain 


D.C eCardangy face, Nyscet. 
AeleDeStipling, Baqe, F.0. 


Dear Vr. ROO SY. 


My loci thaauas dn Dar pre Sabeen. bas éefoniesd to. 
which has been raised by the Zenzibari representative f 

iyikam. Red Cross Soolety concerning certain poe’ 
“Sa Zanzibar who wieh to proaeed to Muscat, but : 
great Santi geeey in obtaining entry vigase 


It would appest that the acokteanse. aes sicannes © 
Omani-~born Arabs who settled in Zanzibar. ‘now that, df) adp 
to Dubai, they have good prospects of being able to enter Wane 
and Oman if they can prove their nationality. 


I would be most grateful for any way that you ponte 8 
to help them. Would it be possible for the Dubai Government. 
to their paBsing through in transit? If mo, where oan ay a 
(in Zanzibar (or Tanganyika)? 


I have just heard from the leoal Fans neds siaeind on 
Dubai of the Ruler's agreement, to iasne taxi licenses. to A) 
and Ahmed Muhahmed, both very deserving oases. J cgn onlyy 
more, express my appreciation of the tance ‘Bea Const ts 
to refugees by the Dubai: authorities, 


Thee %o have the BAe? tq see you. 
“ 


David Roberte Esq-, 
British Political Agent, 
Dubai. 
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s UNCLASSIFIED H.B.M. POLITICAL AGENCY, 
TRUCIAL STATES, 
(1821/67C) DUBAI. 
4 September, 1967. 


Zanzibari Refugees 


I received a visit this morning from Dr. Jack Barakat 
of the UNNWA staff in Beirut. He came to follow up a visit 
earlier this year of Goodyear, Representative for the lMiddle- 
East of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 


2s Dr. Barakat said that he had interviewed a number of 
Zanzibaris from whom he hoped to select eight candidates for 
vocational training in Beirut. He said the main difficulty 
would be in obtaining passports for the Zanzibaris, who were 
stateless. I said that there was no assistance we could 
offer in this connection and that the best course seemed to 
me for an approach to the Ruler of Dubai for Dubai passports 
for the students. 


Je I asked him whether he would consider offering 
scholarships for training in nursing to Zanzibaris next 

year. He promised to look into this. The training of 
Zanzibaris in medical work might help us\\to overcome here 

the shortage of local nurses. There is no lack of candidates. 


lie T am sending a copy of this letter'\to James Craig in 
Beirut, Peter Gent in Arabian Department of the Foreign Office 
and to United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations in New York. 
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Clark)\ 


\ 


MR. Melhuish, Esa, 
Political Residency, 
BAHRAIN. 


